
Good stories don’t just happen, they’re built. 
Just like a blueprint, you need a sound structure 
to build an effective emotional journey for your 
readers. Through a combination of  lecture, in-
class exercises, workshops, discussions and 
homework, you’ll explore both common and 
unconventional story shapes used in fiction. 
You’ll also look at genre conventions, three-act 
structure, and the hero’s journey to develop the 
tools you’ll need to build emotionally satisfying 
stories again and again.

About the Instructor
John Mavin has taught creative writing at UBC, SFU, with New Shoots (through the Vancouver 
School Board), and at the Learning Exchange in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. He is a graduate 
of  SFU’s The Writer’s Studio and also holds an MFA in Creative Writing from UBC. His short fiction 
has been published internationally (and included in the University of  Toronto curriculum), his plays 
have been produced locally, and he’s a past nominee for the Prix Aurora Award. 
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What will I learn?

By the end of  this course, you will be able to:
• identify several common story shapes,
• list the required elements of  three-act structure,
• list the required elements of  the hero’s journey,
• describe the importance of  conflict,
• identify the capsize point in any story, and
• identify common mistakes in structural design

By the end of  the course, you will be able to:
• prepare a structured outline,
• create an emotionally-satisfying story with a sound structure as its base, and
• diagnose structural problems in stories with weak structures and be able to 
    fix them.

How will I learn?

You will learn concepts and skills through the following activities:
• lectures,
• in-class exercises,
• homework assignments,
• workshopping, and
• class discussions.

Knowledge

Skills
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