
According to Ernest Hemingway, the first draft 
of  anything is, well, we can’t politely print what 
he said, but we can tell you it rhymes with “quit” 
(which is something you should never do after 
your first draft).  Through a combination of  
lectures, in-class exercises, discussions and 
homework, you will explore what Hemingway 
really meant, look at the benefits of  a recursive 
rewriting process, as well as examine common 
mistakes in points of  view, narrative consistency, 
and structural design.  By the end of  this course, 
you’ll have the knowledge to effectively critique 
your own writing and improve your first draft 
tremendously.

About the Instructor
John Mavin has taught creative writing at UBC, SFU, with New Shoots (through the Vancouver 
School Board), and at the Learning Exchange in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. He is a graduate 
of  SFU’s The Writer’s Studio and also holds an MFA in Creative Writing from UBC. His short fiction 
has been published internationally (and included in the University of  Toronto curriculum), his plays 
have been produced locally, and he’s a past nominee for the Prix Aurora Award. 

To register, call 604.984.4901 
or go to www.capilanou.ca/ce/.

Capilano University Continuing Education
2055 Purcell Way
North Vancouver, British Columbia V7J 3H5

CREATIVECREATIVE
WRITINGWRITING

$189 — Oct 2 - Nov 6 (6 Tuesdays, 7 - 9:30 pm)

Revising Fiction: Beyond the First Draft



Revising Fiction: Beyond the First Draft

New Continuing Education Course

Capilano University Continuing Education
2055 Purcell Way
North Vancouver, British Columbia V7J 3H5

$189 — Oct 2 - Nov 6 (6 Tuesdays, 7 - 9:30 pm)

What will I learn?

By the end of  the course, you will be able to:
• explain why revision is not a failure but an opportunity for improvement,
• identify the most efficient time to edit for diction, sentences, and mechanics, and
• list the steps of  the recursive revision process.

By the end of  the course, you will be able to:
• use the recursive revision process to develop a story from first to final draft,
• succinctly summarize your story, providing direction for your second draft,
• declare your story’s purpose, intended audience, and statement of  theme,
• revise your story for genre conventions, structure, plot, and clarity,
• locate the under-developed elements in your story, and
• recognize when your story is ready to be submitted for publication.

How will I learn?

You will learn concepts and skills through the following activities:
• lectures,
• in-class exercises,
• homework assignments,
• workshopping, and
• class discussions.

Knowledge

Skills
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